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Status 

1 )[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05/03/2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Eg] This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1^12 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 05/03/01 is/are: a)K accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-12 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "storing customer data relate to" in line 3 
and "the customer date" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for the 
limitation "the customer date" in the claim. The limitation "storing customer data 
relate to" in line 3 should be changed to read "storing customer data related to" in 
line 3. Therefore, the claim is rejected. For purposes of expediting prosecution, 
examiner will examine the claim in the context of "storing customer data related 
to" in line 3 and "the customer [date] data " in line 6. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nambudiri et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,640,214). 

Claim 1 : Nambudiri teaches; 

a product information input device coupled to said handheld computer 
(Abstract); 

a display output device coupled to said handheld computer (Abstract); 

a global positioning system receiver coupled to said handheld computer, 
whereby the location of the handheld computer is capable of being determined 
(col. 8 lines 23-39); and 

a wireless communication system coupled to said handheld computer 
capable of communicating with a global computer network (col. 8 lines 40-60); 

whereby said product information input device provides product 
information and results in product pricing and location information to be provided 
to a potential consumer (Abstract). 

Claim 2: Nambudiri teaches: 

said product information input device comprises an optical scanner (col. 8 
lines 12-22), 

whereby said optical scanner is capable of reading a bar code placed on a 
product (col. 8 lines 12-22). 
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Claim 3: Nambudiri teaches said product information input device comprises 
voice activation (col. 13 lines 55-61). 

Claim 4: Nambudiri teaches a printer, whereby a coupon is capable of being 
printed (col. 9 lines 4-11). 

Claim 5: Nambudiri teaches: 

means for obtaining information about a selected product of interest (col. 
12 lines 36-52); 

means for identifying the physical location of the mobile shopping 
assistant (col. 12 lines 61-65); 

means for searching a database to obtain the information about the 
selected product and location of similar products related to the selected product 
(col. 12 line 61 - col. 13 line 31); and 

means for displaying the information relating to the related products and 
the selected product to a potential consumer, whereby the potential consumer is 
capable of making an informed purchasing decision (col. 12 lines 36-52). 

Claim 6: Nambudiri teaches: 

a handheld computer (Abstract); 

a product information input device coupled to said handheld computer 
(Abstract); 
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a display output device coupled to said handheld computer (col. 8 lines 
23-39); 

a global positioning system receiver coupled to said handheld computer, 
whereby the location of the handheld computer is capable of being determined 
(col. 8 lines 23-39); 

a wireless communication system coupled to said handheld computer 
capable of communicating with a global computer network (Abstract; col. 5 lines 
37-58); and 

a price and discount server coupled to the global computer network and 
capable of storing price and location information about products (col. 13 lines 32- 
54), 

said optical scanner provides product information (col. 13 lines 32-54); 

and 

said price and discount server provides product pricing and location 
information to be provided upon request to a potential consumer (col. col. 12 line 
36 -col. 13 line 61). 

Claim 7: Nambudiri teaches a customer data storage device coupled to said 
handheld computer (col. 2 lines 58-67). 

Claim 8: Nambudiri teaches processing means, associated with said price 
and discount server, for analyzing a potential consumer's use of the mobile 
shopping assistant device (col. 7 lines 36-54). 
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Claim 9: Nambudiri teaches a printer coupled to said handheld computer 
(col. 9 lines 4-1 1 ). 

Claim 10: Nambudiri teaches: 

scanning a bar code associated with a selected product of interest (col. 12 
line 36 -col. 13 line 31); 

establishing a physical location of the selected product of interest (col. 1 3 
lines 8-31); 

determining another physical location of available products substantially 
the same as the selected product of interest (col. 12 line 61 - col. 13 line 31); 

comparing information about the available products relative to the selected 
product (col. 12 line 61 - col. 13 line 31); and 

displaying the selected information, whereby the potential consumer is 
better informed to make a purchasing decision (col. 12 lines 36-52). 

Claim 1 1 : Nambudiri teaches: 

storing customer data relate to the potential consumer's selection of the 
selected product of interest (col. 2 lines 58-67); and 

analyzing the customer data (col. 7 lines 36-54). 



Claim 12: Nambudiri teaches: 
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scanning a bar code associated with a selected product of interest with a 
handheld computer (col. 12 line 36 - col. 13 line 31); 

establishing a physical location of the selected product of interest with a 
global positioning system (col. 8 lines 23-39); 

transmitting the physical location of the selected product of interest to a 
service provider connected to a global computer network (col. 12 lines 17-35); 

coupling a price and discount server containing preselected information 
about the selected product of interest comprising price, location and discount 
information to the global computer network (col. 13 lines 32-54); 

storing customer information and information identifying the selected 
product of interest (col. 3 lines 31-52); 

searching the pre-selected information on the price and discount server for 
related information to the selected product of interest (col. 12 line 61 - col. 13 
line 31); 

searching the global computer network for other information related to the 
selected product of interest comprising price, location, and discount information 
for the selected product of interest (col. 12 line 61 - col. 13 line 31); 

storing the other information related to the selected product of interest 
comprising price, location, and discount information for the selected product of 
interest on the price and discount server (col. 13 line 62 - col. 14 line 2); 

transmitting the related information and the other information related to the 
selected product to the handheld computer (col. 12 lines 36-52); 
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analyzing the customer information and the information identifying the 
selected product of interest (col. 12 lines 36-52); 

determine proposed product information related to selected items that 
could be of interest to the customer (col. 12 lines 36-52); 

transmitting the proposed product information to the handheld computer 
(col. 12 lines 36-52); and 

displaying the related information, the other information, and the proposed 
product information for viewing by the potential consumer, whereby the potential 
consumer is better informed to make a purchasing decision (col. 12 lines 36-52). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art includes: 

Petrovich et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,1 01 ,483) teaches a personal shopping 
system for combined use in both the home of a user and a shopping 
establishment. The system includes a host computer which is coupled to a host 
modem and, optionally, to at least one wireless multi-access point. At least one 
shopping establishment kiosk cradle is employed to interface with a portable 
terminal which is also part of the system. The portable terminal can be used in 
both the shopping establishment and the home of the user. It is configured to 
read bar codes associated with items related to shopping, and includes a 
memory, a bar code reader, a wireless transceiver, and a data interface. The 
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data interface of the terminal communicates with a data interface of the shopping 
establishment kiosk cradle. 

Treyz et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,587,835) teaches that a handheld 
computing device may be used to provide a user with shopping assistance 
services. A shopping assistance service may allow a user to obtain directory 
information for a shopping mall. A user may use the handheld computing device 
to handle shopping lists. The handheld computing device may display 
promotional material based on the shopping lists. The handheld computing 
device may be used to obtain information on products being sold in a store. 
Products may be purchased using wireless financial transactions. Reminders 
and other messages may be sent to the handheld computing device. The 
location of the handheld computing device may be monitored. Services may be 
provided to the user based on the location of the handheld computing device. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Forest Thompson Jr. whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-5449. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 AM- 
3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 




